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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF THE TOWN 
OF BONNYVILLE IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA HELD AT THE 
TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2021 COMMENCING AT 
6:00 P.M. 

Mayor Gene Sobolewski: Councillors Rene Van Brabant, Ray 
Prevost, Chad Colbourne, Brian McEvoy and Elisa Brosseau 

Councillor Lorna Storoschuk 

Bill Rogers - Chief Administrative Officer (CAO), Jeannine 
Chornohos - Finance Director and Tracy Ghostkeeper -
Executive Assistant 

Mark Laver, Economic Development Officer M.D. & Town 
Jay Melvin, Bonnyville Regional Fire Chief 
Megan Kwiatkowski, Bonnyville Friendship Centre 

Mayor Gene Sobolewski called the Regular Meeting of Council 
to order at 6:00 p.m. 

215 Moved by Councillor Ray Prevost that the agenda for the 
August 24, 2021 Regular Council meeting be adopted with the 
following addition: 

1 Oa) In Camera - Legal FOIP Sections - (21 ), (23), (25) and 
(27) 

CARRIED 

216 Moved by Councillor Brian McEvoy that the minutes of the 
July 13, 2021 Regular Council meeting be adopted as 
presented. 

CARRIED 

217 Moved by Councillor Elisa Brosseau that the minutes of the 
August 4, 2021 Special Council meeting be adopted as 
presented. 

CARRIED 

Megan Kwiatkowski, CISM Coordinator for the Bonnyville 
Friendship Centre presented Council with a letter requesting 
funding in the amount of $50,000.00 to cover operations for the 
Men's shelter for the months of October to December, while they 
secure other funding. 

Discussion ensued. 
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June 2021 Financial Report 
Operating 

July 2021 Financial Reporting 
Operating 

June 2021 Financial Report 
Capital 

July 2021 Financial Report 
Capital 

June 2021 Bank 
Reconciliation 

July 2021 Bank 
Reconciliation 

BUSINESS 

Bonnyville Friendship Centre 
Men's Shelter Community 
Initiatives 
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218 Moved by Councillor Brian McEvoy that Council accept the 
June 2021 Financial Report - Operating for information. 

CARRIED 

219 Moved by Councillor Elisa Brosseau that Council accept the 
July 2021 Financial Report - Operating for information. 

CARRIED 

220 Moved by Councillor Rene Van Brabant that Council accept 
the June 2021 Financial Report- Capital for information. 

CARRIED 

221 Moved by Councillor Ray Prevost that Council accept the 
July 2021 Financial Report- Capital for information. 

CARRIED 

222 Moved by Councillor Brian McEvoy that Council accept the 
June 2021 Bank Reconciliation for information. 

CARRIED 

223 Moved by Councillor Elisa Brosseau that Council accept the 
July 2021 Bank Reconciliation for information. 

CARRIED 

A letter was received on July 271
h, 2021 from Janet Gobert, 

Community Initiatives Coordinator with the Bonnyville 
Friendship Centre (BFC) requesting funding assistance for the 
BFC Men's Shelter. The BFC has been operating the shelter 
since September 2020 with Community Initiatives Program 
grant funds from the Government of Alberta. These funds will 
be exhausted by September 2021. 

The BFC is currently seeking alternative funding sources to 
allow them to continue to offer this service to the community but 
have been unsuccessful in securing funds to date. The BFC is 
requesting funding assistance from the Town of Bonnyville in 
the amount of $50,000.00. This amount will cover operating 
costs for the shelter for a period of 3 months, during which time 
they hope to secure alternative funding. 
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224 Moved by Councillor Chad Colbourne that Council approve 
$15,000.00 to the Bonnyville Friendship Centre (BFC) in 
temporary funding for the Men's shelter for operations during 
October 2021, with funds to come from General Operating 
Reserve and for Administration to work with the BFC to obtain 
financial statements and Business Plan to bring back to 
Council at a future meeting. 

CARRIED 

Megan Kwiatkowski, Bonnyville Friendship Centre left the 
meeting at 6:44 p.m. 

Administration received a letter from Les Parsons, General 
Manager, Centennial Centre, requesting a Letter of Support 
from the Town of Bonnyville for their grant applications for an 
"Energy Efficiency Upgrades Project" project. The C2 Board 
has passed a motion to proceed with pursuing the Energy 
Efficiency grants and to request Municipal support to move the 
project forward. 

The C2 Centre is also asking at this time for Municipal financial 
support from the Town and M.D. for this project, which has a 
total estimated cost of approx. $2,000,000 (Town's portion 
estimated to be between $135,000 and $215,000), with project 
work scheduled to start this Fall and be completed by early 
2022. 

The estimated costs provided to the Town and M.D., estimated 
under this scope of work depend on the success of 3 Grant 
funding sources. If the C2 were to be unsuccessful in obtaining 
hoped-for grant dollars, Council should be prepared to discuss 
the merits of funding the Town share of the full $2,000,000 
project costs in total. 

Extensive discussion ensued. 

225 Moved by Councillor Elisa Brosseau that Council provide a 
Letter of Support for the Bonnyville & District Leisure Facility 
Corporation's (Centennial Centre) Grant applications for the 
proposed "Energy Efficiency Upgrades Projects" excluding the 
Photovoltaic System on the roof, with future financial support 
to be considered once Grant funding details are known. 

CARRIED 

The Government of Canada recently passed legislation 
making September 30th a federal statutory holiday called the 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. This holiday will 
become a designated paid holiday for employees in the federal 
public service as a day to recognize and commemorate the 
legacy of residential schools. 
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Since 2013, September 30th has been known as "Orange Shirt 
Day", an unofficial day in memory of a piece of clothing Phyllis 
Webstad had taken from her on her first day at a residential 
school in 1973. 

Although this holiday is not considered a statutory holiday for 
municipal employees, Administration has contacted various 
municipalities within our area to investigate if any of our 
neighbors will be including this day as a statutory holiday. 
Many municipalities have not decided to date. 

As funds for this day have been budgeted as regular wages 
there will be no budget implications should Council wish to 
make this day a statutory holiday. There may be a minimal 
financial impact should there be an emergency on-call 
situation. 

Discussion ensued. 

226 Moved by Councillor Chad Colbourne that Council approve 
adding September 30th - National Day of Truth and 
Reconciliation to the Towns Collective Agreement as a 
Statutory Holiday for Town of Bonnyville employees. 

CARRIED 

Administration received an Email from Melissa Moore, 
requesting sponsorship for her son's invitation to play junior 
football in Chilliwack, BC. 

As per the request, funds have been raised for the trip to BC 
and to cover Tylor's fees and first month's billeting, food and 
transportation. They are hoping to raise another $5,500.00 to 
cover the other 4 months of the season. 

Although this type of event is not specifically covered by the 
Town of Bonnyville Donation Policy, the Policy does allow for 
"Maximum $250.00 contribution to Sports Teams, with an 
option for participation by the group in the Spring Clean-up to 
raise additional funds". 

This amount aligns with donations Council has previously 
approved for similar requests from individuals in the past. 

227 Moved by Councillor Ray Prevost that Council approve a 
one-time donation of $250.00 for Tylor Moore to aid in his 
costs of playing Football in Chilliwack, BC. 

CARRIED 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Councillor Rene Van Brabant 

Councillor Elisa Brosseau 

Councillor Ray Prevost 

Mayor Gene Sobolewski 

Councillor Chad Colbourne 
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Councillor Van Brabant attended 2 SPCA meetings, the Pints 
for Pups SPCA fundraiser, a Bonnyville Agricultural Society 
meeting and the Lakeland Lodge and Housing Foundation 
meeting. 

Councillor Brosseau attended the Treaty Week Breakfast & 
Grand Entry at Kehewin Cree Nation, a Bonnyville Regional 
Economic Development meeting, a Bonnyville Regional Fire 
Authority (BRFA) meeting, the Pints for Pups SPCA fundraiser 
and the National Indigenous People's Day Celebration at the 
Centennial Centre. She also attended the CPAA (Community 
Planning Association of Alberta) Conference Committee 
meeting, the Town of Bonnyville Special Council meeting, the 
ABMA (Alberta Bilingual Municipalities) Executive meeting, the 
Bonnyville Chamber of Commerce Golf Scramble, the BRFA 
meeting, a Bonnyville Chamber of Commerce meeting and an 
additional Bonnyville Regional Economic Development 
meeting. 

Councillor Prevost attended a site review at the Bonnylodge, 
the Elected Officials Training with Bloom CME, a Lakeland 
Lodge and Housing Foundation meeting, the AUMA's Summer 
2021 Municipal Leaders' Caucuses, the Bonnyville 
Chuckwagon Championships and the BRFA Meeting. 

Mayor Sobolewski attended the Treaty Week Breakfast & 
Grand Entry at Kehewin Cree Nation, a BRFA meeting, a 
meeting with Metis Crossing and Travel Alberta, the Bonnyville 
Regional Fire Authority Anniversary BBQ, another BRFA 
meeting and the SPCA Pints for Pups Fundraiser. He also 
attended the National Indigenous People's Day Celebration at 
the Centennial Centre (C2), the AUMA's Summer 2021 
Municipal Leaders' Caucuses, had a discussion with the 
Centennial Centre's architect regarding next phase of project 
and dealt with concerns from residents over the 46 Ave 
construction. Mayor Sobolewski also attended the Elected 
Officials Training with Bloom CME, the C2 Staff Appreciation 
BBQ, a BRFA Meeting and brought greetings from the Town at 
the Bonnyville Golf Course Irrigation Project Commemoration. 

Councillor Colbourne attended Wagon Night at the Bonnyville 
Chuckwagon Championships, participated as a judge at the 
Chili Cook Off, participated in the Chamber of Commerce Golf 
Scramble, participated in the Pontiacs Golf Tournament and 
attended a Bonnyville Regional Economic Development 
meeting. 

Councillor McEvoy attended the Elected Officials Training with 
Bloom CME and the 75th Anniversary of the Bonnyville Legion. 
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Letter - Alberta Municipal 
Affairs - Federal Gas Tax 
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Letter - Senate and 
Referendum voting at 
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category 

Letter - Alberta Municipal 
Affairs - Submission for 2021 
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Excellence- Enhancing 
Community Safety category 

Letter- Concerns with "Every 
Child Matters" Monument
Corita Vachon 

QUESTIONS 
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A letter was received from Alberta Municipal Affairs confirming 
that the Town of Bonnyville 2021 GTF (Gas Tax Fund) 
allocation is $751,944.00. 

Council accepted this letter for information. 

A letter was received from Alberta Municipal Affairs stating that 
because of the upcoming election of nominees for Canada's 
Senate as well as a referendum the Town of Bonnyville will 
receive grant funding under the Alberta Senate Election Act 
and Referendum Payments Regulation under the Referendum 
Act. 

The Town will receive a grant payment of $12,844.00 in 
August to conduct the 2021 Senate election and referendum. 

Council accepted this letter for information. 

A letter was received from Alberta Municipal Affairs thanking 
the Town for our submission of the initiative "Bonnyville/Cold 
Lake Regional Waterline" under the Partnership category for 
the 2021 Minister's Awards for Municipal Excellence. 

Council accepted this letter for information. 

A letter was received from Alberta Municipal Affairs thanking 
the Town for our submission of the initiative "RCMP General 
Investigative Services Unit" under the Enhancing Community 
Safety category for the 2021 Minister's Awards for Municipal 
Excellence. 

Council accepted this letter for information. 

A letter was received from resident Corita Vachon stating her 
concerns with the "Every Child Matters" monument that the 
Legion is constructing, and the Town is donating a section of 
concrete slab to. 

Council accepted this letter for information. 

Councillor Prevost asked if Administration has heard back from 
the Provincial Government regarding the report on Provincial 
Policing. 

CAO Bill Rogers stated that the last official statement from the 
province stated they need more time to evaluate the reports 
and data. 
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OUT OF CAMERA 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Councillor Colbourne asked if Council was aware of the bed 
closures at surrounding hospitals and that patients are being 
directed to Bonnyville Hospital. He stated that this is putting a 
lot of stress on our Hospital. 

Mayor Sobolewski stated that is not in the scope of purview, 
and the Doctor Recruitment Committee has not had a meeting 
for awhile due to Covid. 

In addition to all of Council present, Bill Rogers, CAO and Jay 
Melvin, Bonnyville Regional Fire Chief attended the In-Camera 
session to provide Administrative and Procedural support. 

228 Moved by Councillor Brian McEvoy that Council close the 
meeting to the public for Agenda items 1 Oa) Legal as per 
Section 27, FOIP. 

Time: 7:23 p.m. 

CARRIED 

229 Moved by Councillor Rene Van Brabant that Council 
adjourn In Camera and return to the Regular Meeting of 
Council. 

Time: 8:54 p.m. 

CARRIED 

230 Moved by Councillor Brian McEvoy that the Regular 
Meeting of Council be adjourned. 

Time: 8:55 p.m. 

CARRIED 

Minutes read and adopted this 
~IV\ bee I 2021. 

JL/"' dayof 

Mayor 

Chief Administrative Officer 
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